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HOW DO I GET A FORM I-20?

Certificate of Eligibility for F-1 Student Status

(EXCHANGE STDUENTS PROGRAM)
IMPORTANT: The information in the following packet carefully explains how to get your Form I-20.  Please read the entire packet and follow the directions completely to avoid delays in getting your I-20.

Delaware State University

Office of International Student Services
Grossley Hall, Room 115A
Greetings from the Office of International Student Services!  

Enclosed is a packet of information regarding your interest in the exchange program at Delaware State University.  Read the entire packet thoroughly before submitting the required documents. 

The student interested in studying at Delaware State University should complete the Application for I-20 and the Student Financial Statement.   Once these forms are completed, please return them to our office (email and address listed below)
A Form I-20 A-B Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant (F-1) Students is a official government document issued from the academic institution in the United States certifying to the U.S. Government that a student is eligible to be a F-1 student according to law.  Please submit a written application to the Office of Admissions.  The I-20 will only be issued when the Office of International Student Services receives the following:
· Financial Statement with the required attachments or an approved/signed copy of an award letter or contract
· And I-20 application with required attachments
Please mail only the requested documents, the rest of the information is for your use.  Mail all requested documents directly to:  Candace Alphonso-Moore, Delaware State University, 1200 N. DuPont Hwy, International Student Services, Dover, De  19901 or cmoore@desu.edu.
As one of the important regulations for your F-1 student visa, you must be enrolled in 12 credit hours while at DSU; there are no exceptions to the regulation.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact our office (302-857-6474) (fax: 302-857-6567).  My email address is cmoore@desu.edu.

Sincerely,

Candace Alphonso-Moore
Director
Preparing For Your F-1 Visa Interview
(This document is for your use; do not send it back to our office)
This information is for people who plan to enter the United States for the first time to study. For information on bringing dependents to the U.S., returning to continue studies, or renewing your visa, or for more details on how to apply for a student visa, please refer to the U.S. Department of State website, at: http://travel.state.gov/visa/tempvisitors_types_students2.html
Upon receipt of your I-20: 

1. Contact your local U.S. Consulate or Embassy to ask about how to get an F-1 international student visa.  A list of Consulates and Embassies can be found at http://usembassy.org. 

 

2. After you receive an I-20 form from the school that you want to attend, follow the U.S. Embassy/Consulate’s instructions to schedule an interview for your F-1 student visa. It is important to apply for your student visa as far in advance as possible.  Many consulates recommend that appointments be made no more than 90 days from the intended date of travel, but some can make earlier arrangements for interviews. 

 

3. Complete the following forms: 

(a)   DS-156 Nonimmigrant Visa Application Form

(b)   DS-158 Contact Information and Work History for Nonimmigrant Visa Applicant

(c)   If a male between the ages of 16 and 45, DS-157, Supplemental Nonimmigrant Visa Application.  

 

4. Pay the visa application fee by following instructions on your local U.S. Embassy or Consulate’s web site. 

 

 To Pay Online (SUGGESTED FORM OF PAYMENT)
(a) Find the Form I-901 at www.FMJfee.com
(b) Complete the form online and supply the necessary Visa, MasterCard or American Express information.  *Be sure to write your name exactly how it appears on your I-20 form.

(c)  Print a copy of the online receipt.

(c) Be sure to make copies of your receipt, and keep it with your other important immigration 

documents.
 

You must bring the receipt of fee payment with you to the interview.  If you have lost the receipt, the Visa Officer should be able to view your payment history in his or her database.

If you are transferring schools, extending your program, applying for an F-2 dependent visa, or have paid this fee and been denied a visa within the last twelve months, you do not need to pay the $200 SEVIS fee.  

6. Prepare and bring to your visa interview the following: 

(a) A passport valid for at least six months
(b)  Form I-20 (sign the form under Item 11)
(c)  School admission letter

(d)  Completed visa applications (DS-156, DS-158, and, if applicable, DS-157)

(e)  Two - 2”x 2” photographs in the prescribed format (see the travel.state.gov website)

(f)   A receipt for the visa application fee

(g)  A receipt for the SEVIS fee.  If you have not received an official receipt in the mail showing payment and you paid the fee electronically, the consulate will accept the temporary receipt you printed from your computer.  If you do not have a receipt, the consulate may be able to see your payment electronically if your fee payment was processed at least 3 business days before your interview.

(h)  Financial evidence that shows you have sufficient funds to cover your tuition and living expenses during the period you intend to study (copies of the Affidavit of Financial and or Room & Board Support or your financial award letter from the University).
(i)   Any information that proves you will return to your home country after finishing your studies in the U.S.  This may include proof of property, family, or other ties to your community.

 



7.  Remain calm and answer all the Visa Officer’s questions openly and honestly.

 

If you have any questions, please contact cmoore@desu.edu or Mrs. Candace Alphonso-Moore at 302-857-6474.
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SERVICES
APPLICATION FOR A FORM I-20
(STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAM)
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PART I: Personal Information

Name in passport:  You must attach a photocopy of your passport’s identification pages to this application!  

Family (Surname)





First (given)

Foreign Address 













(I-20 CANNOT BE PROCESSED WITHOUT FOREIGN ADDRESS)
(DO NOT USE YOUR SCHOOL’S ADDRESS, USE YOUR HOME ADDRESS)

Date of Birth:  Month_______  Day_______ Year________     Country of Birth________________________________

Gender:
Male    (

Female  ( 


Country of Citizenship



 Country of Permanent Residence




Single  (
     Married  (    

(Please complete the following information about your spouse and/or child (children) only if they will come with you to the U.S.)
_____________________________________________________________________________



Name (family, first)


Date of birth

Country of birth

Relationship to you

_____________________________________________________________________________



Name (family, first)


Date of birth

Country of birth

Relationship to you

Telephone____________________Fax_____________________Email____________________________________

If you are married/have dependents, will they accompany you to the U.S.?
 Yes (

No (
If yes, be sure to submit a copy of your marriage license and copies of your spouse/dependents passport.

Have you been notified of your admission to our school?
Yes (

No (
Please note that your Form I-20 cannot be issued until you submit the required forms.
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PART II: If you are in the United States now, complete this section.   If, not, go on to Part III.

What is your Immigration Status?  You can attend regardless of your Immigration status.

· F-1  What is your SEVIS ID Number?______________ Circle one of the following that indicates what your I-20 is for: (1) Transferring/changing U.S. schools;  (2) Changing educational level/program at Delaware State University;  (3) Reinstatement to F-1 Status                                                    
(  Another status.  Which one?_____________  Before we issue your Form I-20, we want to advise you.  Please make an 

appointment to see the international student adviser.

Do you plan to travel outside the U.S. before school starts?


( Yes   Tell us how you would like to get your I-20 in Part III.

( No
If you are F-1, you will receive school transfer or other instructions.  If you hold another status, we must meet with you before 

issuing your Form I-20.
1

PART III:  If you are NOT in the U.S. now, complete this section.

DID YOU RECENTLY ATTEND SCHOOL IN THE U.S. IN F-1 STUDENT STATUS?                     

( No   

( Yes  (If yes, what was the last date of your attendance?  ______________)

If you attended a U.S. school last term and are just home on holiday between academic terms, you are considered a “School Transfer” and need to have your record transferred to us before your Form I-20 may be issued.  Please contact your international student advisor at your previous school immediately to authorize the release of your record to us.
WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE UNIVERSITY YOU ATTEND IN YOUR HOME COUNTRY?

( HOLD FOR PICK-UP -______________________________________________________________________




 Name




Phone



Email

( MAIL
Your Form I-20 will be sent standard airmail to the name and address you indicate in the address box.  If you need express delivery service, you should request someone in the U.S. to pick it up and send it to you.  If that isn't possible, please contact our office.  PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS IN ENGLISH, EXACTLY AS IT SHOULD APPEAR ON THE ENVELOPE.
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PART IV:  YOUR STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL SUPPORT


Do not complete this part unless you have carefully read all instructions!
Name of your Home Institution?________________________ (DO NOT LEAVE BLANK)






.

What is your major at your home institution?________________ (DO NOT LEAVE BLANK)

 (I-20 CANNOT BE PROCESSED IF NOT COMPLETED)

How will you support yourself for every year of your program of study?  Please check off your means of support below and indicate how much will be provided or available to you every year:

Source of my support:




    

Annual Amount
(  Personal Funds.  The amount available to me from my own 

 resources every year is (divide by number of years in your program)
_________________


( Cash funds from a Sponsor to be given to for 1 or 2 semesters.
Sponsor’s name_________________________________


_________________

( Other (Please explain)___________________________________
Sponsor’s name_____________________________



_________________

Total amount available to me for 1 or 2 semesters.
This amount must be the same or more than your 

Minimum annual costs.

Signature:  I have carefully reviewed the information supplied in this application and certify it to be correct.

Signature of Applicant___________________________________________________________













Date

PLEASE SIGN AND SUBMIT THE ENTIRE APPLICATION FOR A FORM I-20 (PARTS I-IV).

Delaware State University

International Student Services

1200 North DuPont Highway

Dover, DE  19901

Please review your application for your consideration of an I-20.  If the requested documents are not received you will experience delays with the issuance of an I-20.


Office Of International Student Services

Delaware State University

1200 North Dupont Highway, Dover, DE  19901

Phone:  302-857-6474; Fax: 302-857-6567

F-1 STUDENT FINANCIAL STATEMENT – Degree-Seeking F-1 Students

WHAT DOES THIS FINANCIAL STATEMENT MEAN?

By completing this affidavit, you are swearing to the U.S. government that you will provide this student with a specific amount of money from your own financial resources for every year he or she is going to study at Delaware State University and live in the United States.  You are also proving that you can afford the support you are promising with the documents you have attached.

Before signing, you must understand that you are making a financial commitment to the student that should not be broken.  Sponsors who fail to provide the promised support force students to drop out of school and cause pain and suffering. Do not expect that the student will be able to help support the costs through employment.  Employment is strictly controlled by United States Citizenship and Immigration and Services and very limited.  

Please keep in mind that the sponsors financial documentation must show that sufficient funds exist at least for the student’s first year of study and that barring unforeseen circumstances, adequate funding will be available from the same or equally dependable sources for subsequent years.

HOW TO COMPLETE THIS FORM:

· Fill this form out completely in English.  Promise only the amount of money you are able to give.  The most common reason we reject affidavits is that we do not believe a sponsor can afford to give as much as promised.

· Attach the documentary evidence of support explained below.

· Return the form to the above address only.

PROVE THAT YOU ARE FINANCIALLY CAPABLE OF PROVIDING THIS CASH SUPPORT FOR EVERY YEAR OF THE STUDENT’S PROGRAM BY ATTACHING ALL OF THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS (1-2) If items 1 and 2 are not attached, your support will not be considered and your I-20 will not be issued).  Documents must be current (less than two months old), and in English.
1. A letter from your employer on business stationery stating your current salary and your position, or a copy of a recent pay stub from your place of employment or a copy of your income tax returns.  If you are self employed, submit a signed letter from a private accountant or financial institution with an estimate of your salary.  The income of a company will not be accepted as proof of income.  
2.  A letter from the bank or bank statement(s) on financial institution’s official letterhead in the sponsor’s name, which state the date the account was opened, current balance in U.S. dollars and the statements or letter must be in English and no less than 2 months old of the date you submit your package.  We cannot accept statements/letters that do not specify balances. If another person’s name appears on your bank statement, that person must complete a separate affidavit or submit a notarized statement permitting those funds to be considered as financial support for the student.  There are not exceptions to this condition.
Numbers 1 and 2 must accompany this application.  No action will be taken on incomplete forms.
Office Of International Student Services

Delaware State University

1200 North Dupont Highway, Dover, DE  19901

Phone:  302-857-6474; Fax: 302-857-6567

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Section I



STUDENT INFORMATION:

Family Name




Given Name




Middle Name

Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYYY)

email Address


Home Country Phone #

DEPENDENT INFORMATION:

Will family (spouse/children under 21) enter the U.S. with you?

□No

□Yes

If yes, attach a copy of the marriage certificate and passport ID page of those who will accompany you.

I certify that the information I have provided is correct and my financial support for one year.  I understand that if these funds are not available, DSU is under no obligation to support me and it is likely that I will be unable to continue my education in the U.S.  I understand that as a F-1 student, I must enroll in full-time studies, and I am not permitted to work off-campus without written approval from USCIS. **If student will use his/her personal funds without funds from a sponsor, please skip Section II and move to Section III.
Student’s Signature









Date


Section II



SPONSOR INFORMATION:

I, _______________________________________________________, promise that I can and will give 

                          Sponsor’s name  (Please Print)

   ____________________________________________  no less than U.S. $__________________________
                        Full name of student  (Please Print)

in cash (include annual cost of living increases in this amount)  for EVERY YEAR of the student’s program of study at Delaware State University.

My relationship to the student is ___________________________________________.





        Parent, spouse, brother/sister, friend

My Address is:












 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone_______________________________Fax__________________________Email___________________________________
The following persons are fully or partially dependent upon me for their support.  (Do not include the student’s named above).

Name



Relationship to me


Age

Name



Relationship to me


Age

Name of my employer












Annual salary $ ________________________________(US Dollar) Other Income $___________________________(US Dollar)
Section III
**Student’s Personal Funds $________________________________(USD)

My proof of employment and or financial documents are attached:  Yes  (
No  (
Sponsor’s Signature








Date



FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
DELAWARE

Delaware is located in the northeastern portion of the Delmarva Pennisula and is the second smallest state in area (after Rhode Island). Estimates in 2007 rank the population of Delaware as 45th in the nation, but 6th in population density, with more than 60% of the population in New Castle County.  Delaware is divided into three counties. From north to south, these three counties are New Castle, Kent, and Sussex. While the southern two counties have historically been predominantly agricultural, New Castle County has been more industrialized.

Before its coastline was first explored by Europeans in the 16th century, Delaware was inhabited by several groups of Native Americans.  It was initially colonized by Dutch traders at Zwaaneldael, located near the present town of Lewes, in 1631. Delaware was one of the 13 colonies participating in the American Revolution and on December 7, 1787, became the first state to ratify the Constitution of the United States, thereby becoming known as The First State.

Climate In Delaware

Delaware enjoys a temperate and humid climate. The normal daily mean temperature in Wilmington is 54°F (12°C), ranging from 31°F (–1°C) in January to 76°F (24°C) in July. The average annual precipitation (1971–2000) was 42.8 in (108.7 cm) during 1971–2000. It receives about 21 in (53 cm) of snow fall each year. Wilmington's average share of sunshine is 55%—one of the lowest percentages among leading US cities.

Summer/Fall/Winter/Spring

Delaware City, DE climate is warm during summer when temperatures tend to be in the 70's and very cold during winter when temperatures tend to be in the 30's. 

The warmest month of the year is July with an average maximum temperature of 86.00 degrees Fahrenheit, while the coldest month of the year is January with an average minimum temperature of 23.70 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Temperature variations between night and day tend to be fairly limited during summer with a difference that can reach 19 degrees Fahrenheit, and fairly limited during winter with an average difference of 16 degrees Fahrenheit. 

The annual average precipitation at Delaware City is 42.81 Inches. Rainfall in is fairly evenly distributed throughout the year. The wettest month of the year is July with an average rainfall of 4.28 Inches. 

Time Zones:

There are four major time zones in the continental U.S.  Standard Time is differentiated from Daylight Savings Time.  Daylight Savings Time is used between April and October of each year.  In April, the clocks are set ahead one hour (“spring ahead) and I October, the clocks are moved back one our, to Standard Time 9”fall back”); this “saves” daylight hours so that it is lighter later into the evening during summer.  Americans use “a.m.” to designate morning and “p.m.” for afternoon and evening, and generally do not use military time (except in the military). 

California
Colorado
Missouri   New York

Pacific
Mountain
Central
   Eastern

11:00am
12:00pm 
1:00pm
    2:00pm

1100 hour
1200 hour
1300 hour  1400hr

Financial Planning for your stay in the U.S.

We will assist you in opening a checking/savings account.  Creating a budget will help you track your expenses and endure that your money lasts for as long as it needs to.  Once you have settled, look at our expenses to create a budget.  Include the following expenses, tuition, fees, on-or off-campus housing, meals, health insurance, books, transportation, communications (i.e. cell phone), clothes, personal expenses, travel, and recreation.

US Currency Denominations

Currency in the US is based on the decimal system with 100 cents to each dollar ($1.). Metal coins include pennies ($.01), nickels ($.05), dimes ($10), quarters ($.25).  Paper currency is in $1, $5, $10, 420, 450 and $100 denominations.  Bills of $2 also exist but are rare.

Checking Accounts

Opening a checking account will assure safe and quick deposit of foreign checks and free you from carrying large amounts of cash, as well as provide an accurate record of your finances.  Checks can be used to pay bills (rent, telephone, electricity) or for some purchases, if you can provide two forms of ID to the seller.  Depending on your bank, your checks may or may not be returned to you after being cashed and cleared by the bank; if they are returned, they serve as proof of payment.

You must keep an accurate record of your account to make sure you have enough money for each check you write.  It is a serious matter to write a check without having sufficient funds in your account.  In addition to various fees charged by your bank (usually $30), you may suffer serious financial consequences and be vulnerable to legal action.

Savings Accounts

If you have money that you don’t plan to use immediately, you can open a savings/investment account.  Depending on how much you deposit, this account will pay interest.

Automatic Teller Machines (ATMs)

Basic banking (deposits, transfers, and withdrawals) is available banking machines (known as ATM or MAC machines) for most banks.  These can be found throughout campus and the city.  You should only use ATMs in a safe and secure place indoors, and preferably before dark.  Note: You may be charged a fee to use the ATM of another bank.

Internet Banking

Most banks allow customers to access their accounts through the internet in order to pay bills and transfer money between linked accounts.  Several banks exist only online and must be linked to another bank’s account.

Debit Cards

Most banks offer a free debit (or check) card if you open a checking account.  When you use a debit card, the funds are automatically deducted from your checking account electronically.

A debit card can also be used at ATM machines.  An ATM fee ($100-$3.00 is usually charged if you use an ATM from a bank where you do not have an account.  The WaWa Convenient Store does not charge an ATM Fee. 

Tips about Banking

· As soon as possible upon arrival in Delaware, open an account at a local bank.
· Investigate various banks before choosing the right bank for you.
· All banks have different charges and fees for services, such as ATM access, checking, overdraft protection, wire transfer, and so forth.
· Read the small print carefully before signing up with any bank.
· Ensure there are sufficient funds in your account before making any purchases or payment.
· Keep track of our accounts.
· Pay bills 
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_____________________________________________________________________


 Name





_____________________________________________________________________


Number/Street





_____________________________________________________________________


City





_____________________________________________________________________


State								 Zip Code





_____________________________________________________________________


Country











� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���








_989137792

