Delaware State University USA Culture Enrichment Program

Description

Delaware State University USA Culture Enrichment Program is designed to attract international students in an effort to foster internationalization and collaboration with other institutions of higher education around the world.  Undergraduate students accepted into the program will study at Delaware State University (DSU) for one or two regular semesters which will allow them to enhance their English language skills, as well as engage in social experiences, cultural programs and student focused activities on a Historically Black College/University (HBCU) campus.  Students in Track I will enroll in the enrichment program for one summer session and two regular semesters. Students in Track II will enroll in the enrichment program for one semester. The program operates under the office of the Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs.  With the approval of DSU, students in the program will select from a variety of courses including: English as a Second Language courses, general education courses, and courses in their majors.  Course selection is contingent upon whether or not the students have taken the proper prerequisites and it also depends on the results of the placement tests and interviews.  After completion of the courses, the credit hours earned will be transferred to the students’ home institutions at the discretion of their officials.  

Program Objectives

Delaware State University USA Culture Enrichment Program is designed to achieve the following:

· Improve the written and oral English proficiency of the participants
· Provide an array of cultural activities for its students
· Provide the educational courses for students to learn about culture in the U.S.A. 
· Develop leadership skills of students by combining cultural experiences and knowledge acquired in the United States with those of their home countries
· Familiarize students with DSU undergraduate and graduate programs so that they can potentially return to DSU for further studies


Admission Requirements

Interested enrichment students will complete an application and agree to the terms of the program. They will pay the appropriate fees and send all necessary documents to DSU officials based on determined deadlines. 

English Proficiency Requirements

Students who are accepted into the program must be able to comprehend class lectures, participate in class, have a strong command of the English language, and should be able to complete assignments without significant language errors. 

Prior to acceptance into the Delaware State University USA Culture Enrichment Program, students are required to take the AccuPlacer ESL, the AccuPlacer math section, and an oral interview.  Based on the exam results, students will be placed into the appropriate courses with respect to English and math courses. 

If students score low on the above mentioned tests they will be placed in remedial courses.  These courses include: Reading Lab, Conversational ESL, and ESL Writing Skills.
	
Program Procedures:

1. Potential students will complete an application form at the home institutions
2. Home institutions will select students to take the AccuPlacer ESL test, the AccuPlacer math section.  
3. Home institutions will submit the I-20 application packages along with the medical requirements of the selected students to DSU
4. DSU will issue the I-20 to the selected students
5. Home institutions will assist students to get their visas and to make their travel arrangements
6. DSU will assist students with the housing accommodations and academic course registration based upon test scores.
Ambassador Component 
 	
The International Ambassador component is designed to meet the needs of first-year enrichment students.  Ambassadors will be assigned to enrichment students in order to assist them in their transition into the American culture. In addition, the ambassadors will work with the enrichment students in order to help them improve their English skills, engage them in cultural activities and other events on campus, and guide them through their transition at DSU.  Ambassadors will meet with their enrichment students weekly.  Ambassadors will assist in the Office of International Affairs (OIA) events and lead discussions with incoming enrichment students.

Orientation 

The students who have been accepted into the program will participate in an orientation in August. During the orientation, both the Office of International Student Services and the ESL instructor will assist students as they participate in activities geared towards familiarizing themselves with the Delaware State University campus and policies. Students will tour the campus, obtain their student identification cards, learn how to navigate Blackboard, register for classes, understand their visas and other immigration policies, review the safety policies, and participate in any other similar activities. In addition, the international students will also meet their language ambassadors if they are available. 


Expectations of Enrichment Students
· Meet with their instructors on a minimum bi-weekly basis during the office hours devoted to each class 
· Participate in class discussions
· Ask for assistance when needed
· Immediately notify the ESL instructor, International Office, lab facilitator, and/or their advisors of any issues, whether academic, or personal
· Meet with their ambassador regularly
· Attend all classes, orientation sessions, and additional meetings
· Select at least two American students in each of their classes and exchange contact information in order to establish a “study buddy.” (Instructors may assist students with this process)
· Become active in DSU events on campus
DSU Sponsored Plays (Various Dates)
Homecoming Football Game (Fall)
International Week Activities (November)
Art Exhibits and concerts/recitals (Fall)
Course Selection
Each enrichment student will be assigned an advisor based on their major course of study. The academic advisement centers for each college will assist enrichment students with course scheduling. The advisor will be provided with a copy of the student's transcript prior the student's arrival to DSU.
ESL Course Descriptions
ENGL 098 Conversational English-Non Native of English
	The Conversational English course is designed to prepare international students for success in mastering communicating in the English language.  Students will participate in scenarios, dialogues, debates, and other activities in order to develop their communication skills in English.

ENGL 099 Writing Skills/English as a Second Language
	The ESL Writing Skills course is designed to prepare international students for success in writing in the English language.  Students will focus on using pre-writing strategies, completing graphic organizers, increasing proofreading skills, perfecting grammar skills, and other similar skills.  Students will complete assignments that focus on different modes of writing.


Program Track I

Students will come to DSU no later than July 29. They will participate in an orientation that will begin on August 1.  In addition, the students will be required to participate in an intensive English language program consisting of ENGL 098 (Conversational English-Non-Native English) and ENGL 099 (Writing Skills/English as a Second Language).
	
Curriculum

In summer (August 1-August 28):
	
· Orientation 
· ENGL 098 Conversational English-Non-Native of English
· ENGL 099 Writing Skills/English as a Second Language
Fall Semester:

· ENGL 101 English Composition I
· One approved General Education African-American Experience courses:
· African-American Art
· Introduction to African-American Music
· African-American History (based upon conversational and writing proficiency)
· African-American Literature I (based upon conversational and writing proficiency)
· Up to three courses selected by the students and approved by the advisors if they have the proper prerequisites approved by the department.
Spring Semester:
· ENGL 102 English Composition II (Provided the students have earned a C, or better in                       ENGL 101)
· Students may take up to four courses in their major if they have the proper prerequisites.

Program Track II

Students will come to DSU no later than August 15.

Curriculum

In summer:

· Orientation (August 18-28)
Fall Semester:
	
· ENGL 101 based on the test scores
· One- or two approved General Education African-American Experience courses:
· African-American Art
· Introduction to African-American Music
· African-American History (based upon conversational and writing proficiency)
· African-American Literature I (based upon conversational and writing proficiency)

· Courses selected by the students and approved by the advisors if they have the proper prerequisites approved by the department.
· Students may take up to 15 credits.

Spring Semester:
· Students may take up to 15 credits.










 
